
  
 
 

Reaching South Texas through Gospel-centered Church Planting 
 
 
 

Dear Pastors and Elders of South Texas Presbytery, 
 
I am eager to share with you some exciting news, news which has the potential to greatly multiply our Presbytery’s impact 
for the Gospel. During the previous year a few of us began to dream about the possibility of forming a new church planting 
network focused exclusively on the region encompassed by South Texas Presbytery. In God’s providence, Reach South 
Texas (RST) grew out of those discussions and will be ready to launch in the fall of this year. It’s my hope that you’ll want to 
join us in this endeavor! 
 
But why, and why now? Four reasons quickly rise to the surface: 
 

 Population growth: Did you know that our area is home to more than 7 million people today, and encompasses 
three of the fastest growing metropolitan areas in the United States: Austin, San Antonio, and the cities of the Rio 
Grande Valley. The Austin-San Antonio corridor is forecast to become America’s next mega-metro area, and by 
2030 have a population of more than 5.7 million. By way of comparison, the population of South Texas alone is 
similar to the entire state of Tennessee. 

 Dynamic economies: This region contains some of the most dynamic, tech-savvy and diverse economies in the 
entire country. Referring to the growing and merging economies of Austin and San Antonio, Forbes Magazine 
recently declared “there is no regional economy that has more momentum than the one that straddles the 74 
miles between San Antonio and Austin.”  

 Diversity: The diversity of these cities is also of strategic importance. Latest estimates predict that by 2050 one in three 
Americans will be Hispanic. What is coming to the rest of the nation, however, is a present reality in South Texas. For this 
reason, it is incumbent that we become even more committed to reaching Hispanics through church planting. 

 Collaborative opportunity: Over the last twenty years, South Texas Presbytery’s church planting efforts have been 
ably supported in partnership with the Southwest Church Planting Network (SWCPN). Recently, however, this 
association has become less compelling for a number of our congregations. This has created a window for a new 
collaborative effort to emerge. It is hoped that a more locally focused network will encourage a greater number of 
our churches to participate, thereby multiplying the original vision of the Southwest Church Planting Network. 
 

There is so much more for us to discuss about this important Gospel venture, especially the part related to your church’s 
participation! For this reason, I’d like to invite you to attend a complementary luncheon at Redeemer Presbyterian Church 
in downtown San Antonio (903 N. St. Mary’s) on Friday, April 26, at 11:30 a.m. Please reserve your spot and RSVP to 
Harriet@redeemersa.org. Also, I want to reassure you that this meeting will finish promptly at 1 p.m. to ensure that all 
presbyters can get to their committee meetings at Faith Presbyterian. 
 
I look forward to being with you. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at (210) 508-7078 or 
tom@redeemersa.org. 
 
For Christ and the Kingdom, 

 
The Rev. Dr. Thomas C. Gibbs 
Redeemer Presbyterian Church 


